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The Rev. Dr. Richard W. Solberg, 89, 
died November 15 in Grass Valley, 
Calif. He was a respected historian 
and college administrator, and was a 
longtime member and supporter of the 
Lutheran Historical Conference, serv-
ing on the LHC Board from 1986 to 
1992, including a term as vice presi-
dent from 1986 to 1990. 
 
A native of Minnesota, he graduated 
from St. Olaf College in 1939. He re-
ceived his theological training at Lu-
ther Seminary in St. Paul, Minn., and 
was ordained to the Lutheran ministry 
in 1943. He did graduate work at the 
University of Wisconsin, and was 
awarded the Ph.D. degree in Ameri-
can history from the University of Chi-
cago in 1952.  
 
He served for two years as a parish 
pastor in Illinois, and then in 1945 
joined the history department at Au-
gustana College in Sioux Falls, S.D. 
Between 1948 and 1956 he spent two 
periods as Religious Affairs Advisor 
for the U. S. Military Government in 
Germany and the Lutheran World Federation, working in post-war reconstruction 
and refugee resettlement efforts. In recognition for that service, he was awarded the 
Grand Cross of the Order of Merit by the Federal Republic of Germany. His time in 
Germany also led to two books, As Between Brothers: The Story of the Lutheran 
Response to World Need (1957); and God and Caesar in East Germany: The Con-
flicts of  Church and State in East Germany since 1945 (1961). 
 
In 1963, Dr. Solberg was a guest professor at El Colegio de Mexico in Mexico City. 
Upon his return to the United States, he was elected Vice President for Academic 
Affairs at Thiel College in Greenville, Pa., where he served for ten years. He then 
worked as Director for Higher Education for the Lutheran Church in America in New 
York City, retiring in 1982. He moved to Southern California, where he served as an 
interim pastor for several congregations. 
 
His first post-retirement project was the writing of Lutheran Higher Education in 
North America, widely recognized as the definitive history of Lutheran colleges in the 
U.S. and Canada. 
 
In 1988, Dr. Solberg and his wife June were invited by a consortium of international 
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relief agencies to research and write 
the story of the Joint Relief Partner-
ship, through which several Roman 
Catholic and Lutheran agencies dis-
tributed emergency food to two mil-
lion people threatened with starva-
tion in Ethiopia during the famine of 
1984-86. This led to Miracle in Ethio-
pia (1991). His interest in Lutheran 
relief efforts continued with the writ-
ing of Open Doors: The Story of Lu-
therans Resettling Refugees (1992), 
the history of Lutheran Immigration 
and Refugee Service. 
 
He is survived by his wife of 64 
years, June Nelson Solberg, of 
Grass Valley, Calif.; his son, David 
Soul and companion Helen Snell, 
London, England; his son and 
daughter-in-law John Solberg and 
Louise Paulsen, Rochester, N.Y.; his 
daughter Mary Solberg and compan-
ion Sonia Ramirez, St. Peter, Minn.; 
his son and daughter-in-law the Rev. 
Daniel and Barbara Solberg, Castro 
Valley, Calif.; his daughter and son-
in-law Lois and the Rev. Richard 
Johnson, Grass Valley, Calif.; 17 
grandchildren and 11 great-
grandchildren.  
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Participants representing The American Lutheran Church in the 1963 March on Washington, 
were (L-R): Pastor Robert Graetz; Dr. Robert D. Lechleitner, associate director of American 
Missions; Dr. W.A. Poovey, professor at Wartburg Seminary; and Richard and June Solberg, 
Augustana College, Sioux Falls, S.D. Named to represent The ALC by Dr. Fredrik Schiotz, the 
group marched with representatives from other Lutheran church bodies and the Lutheran Hu-
man Relations Association of America, August 28, 1963. 

RICHARD SOLBERG ON THE MARCH ON WASHINGTON 
"While we were in Mexico, we had 
watched television pictures with a mix-
ture of shame and anger as police dogs 
and clubs were used to beat back the 
non-violent march of Martin Luther King 
and his supporters at Montgomery, Ala-
bama. We had voiced our concerns to 
Dr. Schiotz and urged that The American 
Lutheran Church be officially represented 
in the March on Washington to be led by 
Dr. King, scheduled to take place on 
August 28, shortly after the close of the 
LWF Assembly. To our great joy, he re-
sponded by appointing June and me as 
official representatives of The American 
Lutheran Church and asked that we par-
ticipate in the march on our way home 
from the Assembly. . .” 

 

"As we emerged [from our hotel] after 
breakfast, we strolled out toward the 
western front and looked down over the 

city. I remember how quiet and peaceful 
it seemed, in contrast to the many dire 
predictions of riots and mob violence. . . 
The Lutheran delegation had been ad-
vised to assemble at Mt. Olivet Lutheran 
Church (Missouri Synod) at 10 a.m. for a 
brief service of prayer. About 150-200 
Lutherans, black and white, from the 
LCA, the Missouri Synod, and The 
American Lutheran Church prayed to-
gether and then marched from Mt. Olivet 
to the Luther Memorial Church carrying 
signs identifying our sponsors. We 
paused there for a picture and moved on 
to the Washington Monument, where we 
joined the mass march to the Lincoln 
Memorial.” 

 

"The Lutheran group was not able to stay 
together in the huge crowd but we found 
a shady place to sit alongside the Re-
flecting Pool, from where we could both 

see and hear the program. It was a des-
perately hot day, when tempers might 
have been short and sharp. But in that 
vast assembly of 200,000 people, we 
heard not a single angry word nor any 
suggestion of violence, either during the 
march or its aftermath, as the thousands 
quietly returned to their buses and de-
parted.” 

 

"Of course the most memorable moment 
was the electrifying address of Dr. Martin 
Luther King. His sonorous cadences, 
rising with each eloquently expressed 
hope for racial freedom in America, were 
climaxed by his repeated affirmation, 'I 
have a dream.' His speech has become 
a national treasure . . . " 

— from My First Eighty Years: A Per-
sonal Memoir, by Richard W. Solberg, 
1999. 



 

Lutherans and the 
Longest War: Adrift 
on a Sea of Doubt, 
about the Cold and 
Vietnam Wars, 
1964-1975.  
Concordia University 
Chicago Professor 
and LHC board 
member David E. 
Settje’s book is 
based on his Kent 
State University doctoral dissertation 
(2001), and is published by Lexington 
Books, Lanham, Md.: $55 (hard cover), 
$25.95 (paper). For further information 
contact: Customer Service, 800-462-
6420 or www.lexingtonbooks.com/. 

 

Th. N. Mohn: First President of St. Olaf 
College. 
A new volume on 
the history of the 
college by Joseph 
M. Shaw, professor 
emeritus of religion 
and college histo-
rian, complements 
Shaw’s earlier vol-
ume on Bernt Julius 
Muus. Mohn, a 
Norwegian immi-
grant, wanted to 
start a college that was “penetrated with 
Lutheran religion from end to end.” 
Shaw, himself a graduate of St. Olaf in 
1949, continued his studies at Luther 
Seminary and at Princeton Theological 
Seminary, where he received the Ph.D. 
degree. He taught at St. Olaf from 1957 
until his retirement in 1991. He has also 
written several other histories related to 
the college including the centennial his-
tory in 1974. The paperback is available 
from the St. Olaf College bookstore at 
888-232-6523 or via their web site: 
www.stolafbookstore.com/stolaf/. 

 

God Bless Newberry College! A Collec-
tion of Newberry-Grams on the History of 
Newberry College.  
Edited by Gordon C. 
Henry, Newberry 
College archivist, it 
was written for this 
year’s sesquicenten-
nial celebration of 
Newberry College’s 
charter from the 
General Assembly of 
South Carolina, re-
ceived on December 

20, 1856. Established by the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod of South Carolina and 
Adjacent States, it became the eighth 
Lutheran college to be established 
among the Lutheran synods and the 
ninth college in South Carolina to receive 
a charter from the South Carolina Gen-
eral Assembly. The book contains many 
segments of college history and trivia, 
focusing on "Memories of Newberry Col-
lege's Yesterdays and Today" with an 
emphasis on historic events rather than 
contemporary history. Hardcover copies 
are available for $30.00 from Gordon C. 
Henry, Newberry College Archivist, New-
berry College, Newberry, SC 29108. 
(803) 321-5135; ghenry@newberry.edu. 

 

The Works of David Henkel. 
A “Lutheran voice crying in the wilder-
ness of early American Protestantism” 
(Louis Smith, 2001) speaks to a new 
generation of Lutherans in The Works of 
David Henkel.  An engaging 24-page 
introduction by Dr. Larry Rast invites the 
reader into a nearly 700-page collection 
of Henkel’s vibrant writings and related 
source documents, reflecting the intense, 
tumultuous, and very public ministry 
(1817–1831) of an early confessional 
American Lutheran. Henkel contended 
with foes within and without the Lutheran 
church over issues of the Trinity, Chris-
tology, Justification, the Sacraments, 
confessional subscription, church author-
ity and polity. Predating the more her-
alded movements of the 1840s, Henkel 
and his Tennessee Synod often spoke 
as a lone confessional voice in America. 
The inaugural book by Lutheran Legacy 
is available from the Concordia Theologi-
cal Seminary, Fort Wayne, bookstore at 
260-452-2160. For more information 
contact John Sias at siasjw@ctsfw.edu. 

 

For All the Saints, Christ's Lutheran 
Church, Woodstock, N.Y., 1806-2006. 
This volume documents the unusual his-
tory of a Lutheran congregation located 
near the Catskill Mountains. It is the old-
est continuing Eng-
lish-language Lu-
theran congrega-
tion in the country. 
Among the congre-
gation’s pastors 
were four who later 
served as presi-
dents of two differ-
ent synods. It also 
counted among its 
members Lewis 

Edson, the most popular composer of 
American hymns during the early nine-
teenth century. Revival meetings and 
extravagant Sunday School picnics were 
foundational for the later Woodstock the-
atrical life and concerts. During its early 
history the congregation practiced a 
pragmatic ecumenism by engaging the 
services of both Episcopalian and Meth-
odist clergymen. The book is available 
for $20 from the author, Mark Anderson, 
61 California Quarry Road, Woodstock, 
NY, 12498 or at Amazon.com. 

 

The Life of S.J. Kronberg (1840-1925). 
A new biography of this home missionary 
of the Augustana Lutheran Church was 
written by two grandchildren, Frank and 
Judi Kronberg, who are members of 
Christina Lake Lutheran Church, which 
was served by S.J. Kronberg for the last 
30 years of his career. His missionary 
work took place in three west central 
Minnesota counties, Douglas, Grant and 
Ottertail, where he helped organize 16 
other congregations. For more informa-
tion on this book, contact: Dr. Ben Arlen 
Johnson, Christina Lutheran Church, 
22156 County Rd. 
NW, Evansville 
MN 56326.  

 

The Muhlenberg 
Family: Their Sig-
nificance in Colo-
nial America. 
Written by William 
Muhlenberg Wag-
ner, Jr., a descen-
dent of Henry Mel-
chior Muhlenberg, the book begins with 
Conrad Weiser, Henry Melchior Muhlen-
berg's father-in-law, and covers his sons 
and their achievements. The work also 
includes a brief history of descendents, a 
genealogy, and many color illustrations. 
It sells for $35.00, plus $3 shipping, from 
William Muhlenberg Wagner Jr. at wwag-
ner@enter.net. 
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NEW MEMBER 
Welcome to the following new member 
who joined the LHC since the last is-
sue of this Newsletter: 
 
Laura Baines 
249 Chestnut Hill Ave Apt #22 
Brighton, MA 02135 
 
Laura is a doctoral candidate at Boston 
College.  



 

FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER  Deadline: April 15, 2007 

“Index of Writings in the 
Field of American Luther-
anism.” The deadline for 
each issue is the 15th of 
the month prior to each 
issue. Please send items 
to:  
 
Joel Thoreson 
ELCA Archives 
8765 W. Higgins Rd. 
Chicago, IL 60631,  
FAX: 773-380-2977 
Joel.Thoreson@elca.org 

WHAT WILL THE NEXT LHC NEWSLETTER 
CONTAIN? 
This newsletter will be able 
to fulfill its intended pur-
pose as a clearinghouse of 
information for archivists, 
historians and librarians 
only if you provide material 
for it.  
 

Please send material for 
publication to the editor. 
Items of interest to readers 
will include notice of re-
search in progress, new 
appointments, publications, 

meetings and celebrations 
planned or held, biblio-
graphical materials and 
generally anything of inter-
est to LHC members. 
 
Although all submissions 
are welcomed, the editor 
cannot promise to print 
everything received. The 
LHC Newsletter is issued 
four times a year: Febru-
ary, May, August and No-
vember. The November 
issue includes the annual 

Joel Thoreson, Editor 
Newsletter 
Lutheran Historical Conference 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
8765 W. Higgins Rd. 
Chicago, IL 60631 

 

John E. Peterson, Lutheran Ar-
chives Center, Northeast Region 
Archives ELCA, 7301 Germantown 
Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19119-179 
gave a presentation, “Lutherans in 

the ’Nifty Fifties,’”  at the Lutheran 
Historical Society of Eastern Penn-
sylvania’s “Winter Happening” at 
Moselem Springs, Pa., on January 
27, 2007. 
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BOOK  
REVIEWS 

Those interested in contributing 
book reviews or wish to suggest 
a book, please contact 
David Settje at 
David.Settje@CUChicago.edu.  
 
Each review should be between 
500 and 750 words long, be sent 
as a MS Word document or in a 
compatible format, and evaluate 
specifically the book and 
its Lutheran content/context.  


