
 

NEWSLETTER 

The following is a preliminary list of papers submitted for the 2010 LHC Biennial 
Meeting, to be held at Luther Seminary, St. Paul, Minn., October 1-3, 2010, on the 
theme “Lutherans and Learning.” The list is subject to changes. 
 
♦ Jim Albers, “Walter Wente and LCMS Higher Education.” 
♦ Laura Baines-Walsh, “The Interconnection of Religion and Education for Nine-

teenth-Century North Carolina Lutherans.” 
♦ Mark Braun, “Being a ‘Prep’ in the 1960s: Northwestern Prep School, Water-

town, Wis.” 
♦ Rick Chapman, “Freire Meets Luther: Ten Years of Global Education in Latin 

America.” 
♦ Maria Erling, “UELC (Holy Danes) Lutherans and Native American Education 

in Oklahoma.” 
♦ Julieanna Frost, “The Education of Hidden Women:  Dr. Anna S. Kugler and 

the Zenana Missions.” 
♦ Mary Jane Haemig, “Learning the American Way: Four German Brothers Be-

come Iowa Synod Pastors.” 
♦ Richard O. Johnson, “Richard W. Solberg: Historian, Lutheran Educator, His-

torian of Lutheran Education.” 
♦ L. DeAne Lagerquist, “The Land of Tomorrow: Lutheran Education for This 

World; or Lars Boe’s Educational Vision.” 
♦ Susan McArver, “Theological Education in the Nineteenth-Century South.” 
♦ Trond Nerland, “A 1966 Lutheran Avant-garde: Twin Cities Students, the 

Moral Problem of War, and American Lutheranism.” 
♦ Joel Pless, “A Big Sister Helping Out a Little Sister: The St. Louis Years of 

Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, 1869-1878.” 
♦ Elisabeth Unruh, “The LCA and the Women’s Liberation Movement.” 
♦ Russell Vardell, “Education on the Frontier: The First Hundred and One Years 

of Lutheran Higher Education in Texas.” 
♦ Kim-Eric Williams, “Augustana’s Eastern Division: Upsala College.” 
 
Dr. Paul J. Dovre, President Emeritus of Concordia College, Moorhead, Minn., 
has been asked to be the keynote speaker, possibly presenting a paper that is a 
review of Lutheran higher education over the last 50 years from his perspective. 
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BOOK REVIEW: In the Footsteps of Phoebe 
Naumann, Cheryl D.  In the Foot-
steps of Phoebe: A Complete History 
of the Deaconess Movement in The 
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod.  
St. Louis, Mo.: Concordia Publishing 
House, 2008. 

 
Reviewed by Elisabeth Annice 
Unruh, Northern Illinois University. 

 
Cheryl D. Naumann’s In the Foot-
steps of Phoebe traces the history of 
the deaconess movement from its 
conception in 1919 to the present 
day. Currently serving as a Lutheran 
deaconess in the LCMS, Naumann 
combines her personal knowledge 
and experiences in her profession 
with a sincere dedication to her 
church body to construct a detailed 
account of the oftentimes emotional 
journey of the church leaders and 
deaconesses who strove to bring the 
professional services of women to 
the Lutheran church’s forefront. 

 
Naumann presents her work in three 
distinct parts.  Part one includes a 
traditional history and comprises the 
bulk of the text.  Here she recounts 
the history of the Lutheran Deacon-
ess Association (LDA) of the Evan-
gelical-Lutheran Synodical Confer-
ence, detailing the various milestones 
experienced in its first fifty years, in-
cluding the founding of the mother-
house in Fort Wayne, Ind., the devel-
opments in the training and education 
of the deaconesses, the path-
breaking move from the motherhouse 
to a university campus (Valparaiso 
University), and the first female direc-
tor in 1971.  She ends the section by 
outlining the growing division within 
the LDA throughout the latter half of 
the 1970s over theological disputes 
which ultimately led to a permanent 
split in the LDA and the creation of 
the Concordia Deaconess Confer-
ence — Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod (CDC) in 1979.   
 

Part two takes on 
a completely new 
tone, in which 
Naumann presents 
what reads like a 
memoir of her per-
sonal experiences 
as an undergradu-
ate enrolled in the 
deaconess pro-
gram at Valparaiso 
during the tumultu-
ous period leading 
up to the founding 
of the CDC.  She 
recounts the diffi-
culties that she 
and her peers en-
countered when 
attempting to con-
sistently negotiate 
their dedication to 
becoming deacon-
esses with the diffi-
culties of encountering what to them 
seemed like questionable doctrine.  
The final section of the text reads 
more as a general overview of the 
contemporary CDC deaconess pro-
gram headquartered at Concordia 
College – River Forest, today Con-
cordia University Chicago, including a 
detailed description of the curriculum 
and training undertaken by prospec-
tive deaconesses. 

 
Unfortunately, several shortcomings 
of Naumann’s work hinder the overall 
scholarly contribution of the book.  
First, Naumann rarely criticizes her 
subject.  Instead of giving an insight-
ful analysis of the full text original 
documents she incorporates on virtu-
ally every page of the text, the book 
is saturated with emotional rhetoric 
that reflects her personal bent to-
wards LCMS doctrine.  While one 
can appreciate the opportunity to 
engage directly with primary sources, 
the fact that the author herself hardly 
draws any sort of analytical conclu-
sions from them leaves the reader to 
wonder about the depth of her con-
clusions.  In addition, the voices of 

the deacon-
esses them-
selves are 
largely and 
regrettably 
absent.  Read-
ers do not gain 
a solid under-
standing of the 
deaconesses’ 
personal jour-
neys, goals, 
and leader-
ship.   
 

Whether 
Naumann 
failed to incor-
porate these 
voices by 
choice or ex-
cluded them 
simply as a 
result of little 

surviving documentation, this factor is 
especially disappointing when leader-
ship roles in the church were already 
so limited for women.  Finally, 
Naumann’s text lacks overall context.  
She fails to place her subject within 
the larger church bodies being 
served by the LDA and CDC, not to 
mention her failure to acknowledge or 
place the text within the current histo-
riography of American Lutheranism.  
These issues and the lack of a cen-
tral thesis seriously inhibit this other-
wise engaging history. 

 
As a result of the previously men-
tioned shortcomings, In the Footsteps 
of Phoebe has limited value for schol-
ars of American Lutheranism.  This is 
not to say, however, that Naumann’s 
work holds no value.  Her lyrical writ-
ing is extremely accessible and 
therefore readers of all stripes inter-
ested in popular history of Lutheran 
deaconesses will greatly appreciate 
this passionate, well-articulated text. 
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CONFERENCE NEWS 
A traditional event dur-
ing the LHC biennial 
conference is the bus 
tour. This year, local 
arrangements chair 
Mark Granquist has 
several interesting 
stops planned in a tour 
of historic Lutheran 
congregations in 
southeastern Minne-
sota, including Trinity 
Lone Oak, Eagan 
(LCMS); Vasa Lu-
theran, Welch 
(Swedish); and Holden 
Lutheran, Kenyon 
(Norwegian), then on 
to a tour of St. Olaf 
College, including its 
archives, the Kierke-
gaard Library, and the 
Norwegian-American 
Historical Association 
archives. The tour will 
be followed by a fes-
tive Scandinavian holi-
day dinner, including 
(perhaps) the "piece of 
Cod that passes all 
understanding," a.k.a. 
lutefisk. 

PUBLICATIONS 

Marvin Huggins reports that proofs have been received 
from the printer for the Essays & Reports, Volume 21, cov-
ering papers from the 2004 joint Anglican-Lutheran His-
torical Conference held in Chicago. Marvin is also working 
on the 2006 volume, having received the papers from pro-
gram chair Russell Kleckley.  

 
Those who were members for the 2004 and 2006 calen-
dar years will receive copies once they have been printed. 
A limited number of additional copies will be available, 
which can be purchased from the Concordia Historical 
Institute along with other back issues. More information 
can be found on the LHC web site at 
www.luthhist.org/essays. 
 

 

NOMINATIONS 2010 
Nominations for the LHC Board may still 
be submitted to assist the election proc-
ess and outgoing board members who 
serve as the Nominating Committee. 
Those board members are: Maria Erling, 
Mark Granquist, and Kathryn Galchutt. 
The committee seeks to have a slate of 
candidates that represents all LHC de-
nominations, geographic areas, and pro-
fessional affinities (historians, archivists, 
librarians). Send names of nominees to 
committee member and chair: Maria Er-
ling, Lutheran Theological Seminary 
61 Seminary Ridge, Gettysburg, PA 
17325-1795; merling@ltsg.edu. 

Vasa Lutheran Church, Welch, Minn., 1958.  
Augustana Synod pioneer pastor Erik Norelius (1833-1916) served this congregation from 1856-1858, 1861-
1881, 1884-1890, and 1901-1905, in addition to founding the Vasa Children’s Home and Gustavus Adolphus 
College, and serving as Minnesota Conference and Augustana Synod president. 



 

FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER  Deadline: July 31, 2010 

NEEDED:  
YOUR NEWS! 

Joel Thoreson, Editor 
Newsletter 
Lutheran Historical Conference 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
8765 W. Higgins Rd. 
Chicago, IL 60631 

 

BOOK  
REVIEWS 

Those interested in contributing 
book reviews or wishing to sug-
gest a book, please contact 
David Settje at 
David.Settje@CUChicago.edu.  
 

Each review should be between 
500 and 750 words long, be sent 
as a MS Word document or in a 
compatible format, and specifically 
evaluate the book and 
its Lutheran content/context.  

Have You Renewed 
Your Membership? 
 

If the mailing label on your newsletter 
shows an expiration date (Exp:) of “09” or 
less, please renew now for 2010. Send a 
check for $35.00, payable to the “Lutheran 
Historical Conference” to 

 

Marvin A. Huggins 

Membership Secretary 

Lutheran Historical Conference 

5732 White Pine Dr. 

Saint Louis, MO 63129‐2936 

This newsletter is intended as a clearing-
house of information for archivists, histori-
ans and librarians. It needs you to provide 
material for it.  

 
Please send material for publication to the 
editor. Items of interest include notice of 
research in progress, new appointments, 
publications, meetings and celebrations 
planned or held, bibliographical materials, 
and anything of general interest to LHC 
members. 
 
The LHC Newsletter is issued four times a 
year: February, May, August and Novem-
ber.  

 
Please send items to 
Joel.Thoreson@elca.org.  

 


