
 

NEWSLETTER 
2016 LHC BIENNIAL MEETING 

In s ide  t h i s  i s s ue :  

Bibliography 2-10 

Kari Bostrom 10 

Grant program 11 

I S S N  0 4 6 0 - 0 2 7 4  
h t t p : / / l u t h h i s t . o r g  

V o l u m e  

The 2016 biennial meeting of the Lutheran Historical Conference was held October 13-
15, 2016, on the campus of Texas Lutheran University, Seguin, Texas. Eighteen pa-
pers were presented on American Lutheran topics, ranging from Colonial Swedes to 
Youth Ministry in the 1980s. The meeting also included a bus tour of local sites, includ-
ing the Sophienberg Archives and the Texas Ag Center. The Ag Center site houses the 
building of Zion Lutheran Church of Charlottenburg, as well as the World’s Largest Pe-
can. Dr. Angelika Sauer, Professor of History at Texas Lutheran presented at the ban-
quet on American Lutheran work among the displaced children of Europe after World 
War II. Luther Oelke, ELCA Region IV-South archivist, served as chair of the Local Ar-
rangements Committee and deserves much gratitude for making the conference run so 
smoothly. 

At the business meeting of the LHC, new board members were elected for six-year 
terms. Those elected were Timothy D. Grundmeier, Mary Jane Haemig, and Martin 
Lohrmann. Joel Pless was affirmed to fill out the remaining four years of the board term 
of Mark Braun. Mark Granquist was elected as President of the LHC, while Joel Pless 
was named Vice President. Martin Lohrmann agreed to serve as treasurer, while Rick 
Chapman will continue as secretary. Those exiting the board were: DeAne Lagerquist, 
Richard O. Johnson, and Joel Thoreson. 

The next biennial meeting will be held in October 2018. 

New LHC Board members: (L-R) Mary Jane Haemig, Timothy Grundmeier, Joel Pless, and Martin Lohrmann. 

Once again your editor has 
been negligent in publish-
ing issues of the LHC 
Newsletter. The last issue 
published was Vol. 53, No. 
1 in Winter 2015-2016. We 
will try and resume a three-
times-a-year publication 
schedule, with an issue in 
late spring and one in the 
fall. We welcome any 
news, book reviews, or 
suggestions for articles. 

ONCE AGAIN 
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 Dr. James W. Albers,  
Mr. John N. Dickmeyer, and 

Rev. Robert E. Smith 

 

This is the latest installment of 
the bibliography of items related 
to the history of Lutheranism in 
America. It covers items pub-
lished in the calendar year 2015 
and items from prior years which 
were missed in previous indexes. 

 

We have had some difficulty with 
the bibliography on the LHC web 
site, so search functions are not 
currently available. Previous bib-
liographies are available in past 
issues of the newsletter or in the 
Journal of the LHC.  

 

As in previous years, we once 
again appeal to LHC members 
for help in compiling next year’s 
index. Although the tools of mod-
ern library research are excellent, 
such as searching WorldCat, 
such searches are not, nor are 
they likely to become, exhaus-
tive. Please send us citations of 
your own work as well as those 
of your colleagues. We are espe-
cially interested in local, private 
and unindexed theses of note. 
Send relevant citations to:  

 
The Rev. Robert E. Smith 
Concordia Theol. Seminary 
6600 N. Clinton St. 
Fort Wayne, IN 46825 
FAX: 260-452-2126 
smithre@mail.ctsfw.edu 
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Löhe, Wilhelm. The Pastor. St. Louis, 
Mo.: Concordia Publishing House, 2015. 
Viii, 363 p. ISBN: 9780758650276 
0758650. 
 
Lovoll, Odd S. Across the Deep Blue 
Sea: The Sage of Early Norwegian Im-
migrants. Minnesota Historical Society 
Press, 2015.  
 
Martino, Maria Grazia. Balancing Main-
line Protestantism with Conservatism: 
Religion and the Church in the Works of 
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Watson, Róisıń. and University of St. An-
drews. Lutheran Piety and Visual Culture 

2015 BIBLIOGRAPHY OF AMERICAN LUTHERAN HISTORY 

 P a g e  7  
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Washington: Family Roots Publishing, 
2015. Print. Map guide to German parish 
registers series, volume 50; Map guide to 
German parish registers series, v. 50. 457 
p. ISBN: 9781628590241 1628590246.  
 
Holcomb, Brent. "Death Notices and Obi-
tuaries from the Lutheran Visi-
tor." Magazine of Virginia Genealo-
gy Volume 53, Number 4 (November 
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2015), Pages 319-321 (2015). Print. 
 
Mennel, William. Trinity Evangelical Lu-
theran Church Registers, Trenton, Mer-
cer County, New Jersey. Fort Wayne, 
Ind.: The Genealogy Center, Allen Coun-
ty Public Library, 2015. Web. 
 
Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
(Forks Township, Northampton County, 
Pa.), Richard. Musselman, and Adele. 
Hartman. Records of Salem Church 
[Forks Lutheran Church]: Forks Town-
ship, Northampton County, Pa. 1867-
1960. Pennsylvania: Richard Musselman 
and Adele Hartman, 2015.170 p. OCLC: 
919164501. 
 
St. John's Church (Watertown, Ohio), et 
al. St. John's Protestant Evangelical 
Churches, of Watertown and Lowell, 
Ohio. Lexington, Ky.: BGM Church Rec-
ords, 2015. German church records, 
book 6; German church records (Series), 
bk. 6. 
 
AUDIO-VIDEO  
 
Albrecht, Ardon, director. Jon Vierker 
and Bart Day, executive producers. The 

First Rosa: Teacher, Confessor, Church 
Planter. Documentary film. St. Louis: 
Concordia Publishing House. 2015. 
[Rosa Young] 
 
Hartenfeld, Robert L., and William Hen-
derson. Oral History with Reverend Rob-
ert Hartenfeld. Hattiesburg, Miss.: The 
University of Southern Mississippi, 2015. 
Web. Mississippi Oral History Program of 
the University of Southern Mississippi 
(Series : Online Audio), vol. 747. [Audio 
File, 11.11.1999; Lutheran Pastor in Bi-
loxi, Miss] 
 
Into the World ... to the End of the Age 
Sent Forth by God’s Blessing: A History 
of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. 
Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod Video, 
2015. 
 
SEMINEX Memories of a Church Divid-
ed. TF Productions, 2015. 
 
Suelflow, Roy A. Lutheranism in Ameri-
ca. St. Louis, Mo.: Concordia Seminary 
Media Services, 2015. Video. 
 
Townsend, Tim, U.S. Army Heritage and 
Education Center, and Army War Col-
lege (U.S.). Mission at Nuremberg: An 

American Army Chaplain and the Trial of 
the Nazis. Carlisle Barracks, Pa.: United 
States Army Heritage and Education 
Center, 2015. Web. Brooks E. Kleber 
memorial readings in military history. [56 
minute video-stream.] 
 
“We Must Plant the Church”: The Story 
of Lutherans in America. Select Learn-
ing, 2015. 
 
First Lutheran Church: “The First Hun-
dred Years” ; 1915-2015 Centennial 
Year, West Barnstable, MA. The Church, 
2015.  
 
Historical Fiction 
 
Baumbach, Bernard C. His Father's Son. 
Book I, He Wore a Clerical Collar. 
Bloomington, Ind.: Author House, 2015. 
[Fictionalized treatment of Julius Ludwig 
Frederick Becker, Jr., ca. 1865-. Becker, 
Julius Ludwig Frederick, Sr., ca. 1839- ] 
 
Faust, Ingerose. The Exodus of the Eight 
Hundred: An Adventure of a Congrega-
tion. Concordia University Press. Austin, 
Texas: 2015. Fictional account of the 
Saxon Immigration in 1839.  
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KARI BOSTROM, 1970-2017 

Kari Jo Bostrom, ELCA Region 3 Ar-
chives Assistant, entered eternal life on 
January 31, 2017 at the age of 46. She 
was born on July 3, 1970 to Shirley and 
Jake Bostrom. Kari is survived by her 
parents, her sister, Kristin Ellenson, 
brother-in-law Jim Ellenson, and two 
nephews, Luther and Hans.  
 
Kari attended school in Menomonie, Wis-
consin, graduating from Menomonie High 
School in 1989. She attended Luther 
College in Decorah, Iowa from 1989 - 
1993, earning a BA in Anthropology, Art 
and Museum Studies. She began work at 
the Wilson Place Museum and the 

Rassback Museum in Menomonie and 
served there for several years. Kari then 
began working at the St. Louis County 
Museum at the Depot in Duluth, Minne-
sota. Her journey to Luther Seminary 
began with Lay School of Ministry.  
 
Her passion for history, and especially 
for honoring the personal stories of veter-
ans, were developed in these positions. 
She would later put this love of historical 
research to work when she came as a 
student to Luther Seminary in St. Paul, 
Minnesota in 2005. She earned a Master 
of Arts in Church History in 2008 and a 
Master of Theology in History in 2015 
from Luther Seminary.  
 
While earning these degrees Kari began 
work in the Luther Seminary Arts and 
Archives program as a student worker. It 
was quickly obvious that she possessed 
a strong abilities for the work of historical 
preservation and for excellent service to 
researchers. Later, Kari began work as a 
full-time employee of Luther Seminary 
and the upper Midwest area of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in America (the 
nine synods of ELCA Region 3).  
 
Kari valued her work and the contribu-

tions she made in collecting, caring for 
and making available the historical and 
artistic collections of the church and of 
Luther Seminary. Core to her perfor-
mance and to her basic personality were 
an extraordinary sense of hospitality as 
well as excellence in service to all who 
walked into the Archives office. 
 
Besides the traditional work involved with 
any archival collection, Kari was key in 
building a dynamic volunteer program as 
well coordinating an ambitious art rota-
tion schedule in several on-campus gal-
leries at Luther Seminary. She did this 
beautifully all the while supporting the 
work of the Region 3 Coordinator and the 
Region 3 Archivist.  
 
Along the way, she remained an intense-
ly dedicated friend to so many people, an 
active member of St. Paul Reformation 
Lutheran Church, a proud alumna of 
Luther College and Luther Seminary and 
a telling witness to God's love of all peo-
ple. She did this all with grace, infectious 
humor and a delight in life. We will miss 
her more than can be expressed. 
 
Kari lost her cancer battle due to compli-
cations from chemotherapy.  
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LUTHERAN HISTORICAL CONFERENCE MINI-GRANTS 

We are pleased to announce the continuation of LHC mini-grants to support projects and activities that promote 
the study, documentation, and preservation of the history and record of Lutheranism in North America. Mini-
grants will be awarded on an annual basis for up to $1,000. Preference may be given to those who have not 
previously received a mini-grant award and only members of the LHC are eligible to apply. The grant process is 
competitive and the LHC board will determine the number of awards each year based upon the quality of the 
applications. 
 
Completed applications must include a cover page (below); a project description (one page); a statement of sig-
nificance and likely impact of project relative to Lutheran identity (one page); and a detailed budget. All applica-
tion materials should be submitted electronically to luthhist@luthhist.org. Applications are due by 15 March 2017 
and will not be considered beyond that date.  

 
Those receiving mini-grants are expected to submit a formal written report summarizing progress and outcome 
of project one year after the award is granted. Any funds not used within two years of award shall be returned to 
the LHC.  

 

 

Lutheran Historical Conference Mini-Grant Program 

 

Application Materials – Cover Sheet 

 

Name of Organization _____________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Federal Identification Number (FEIN) ________________________________________________ 
 

Contact Person __________________________________________________________________ 
 

Mailing Address _________________________________________________________________ 
 
             _________________________________________________________________ 
 

             _________________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone _____________________________________________ 
 

Email ______________________________________________ 
 

Are you a member of the LHC?  
 

Have you previously received a LHC mini-grant?  



 

Joel Thoreson, Editor 
Newsletter 
Lutheran Historical Conference 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
8765 W. Higgins Rd. 
Chicago, IL 60631 

FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER  Deadline: April 30, 2017 

NEEDED:  
YOUR NEWS! 

BOOK  
REVIEWS 

Those interested in contributing 
book reviews or wishing to sug-
gest a book, please contact Da-
vid Settje at  
David.Settje@CUChicago.edu.  

 

Each review should be between 
500 and 750 words long, be sent 
as a MS Word document or in a 
compatible format, and specifically 
evaluate the book and 
its Lutheran content/context.  

Have You Renewed 
Your Membership? 
 

If the mailing label on your newsle er 
shows an expira on date (Exp:) of “16” or 
less, please renew now for 2017. Send a 
check for $35.00, payable to the “Lutheran 
Historical Conference” to Mar n 
Lohrmann, Treasurer, 333 Wartburg 
Place, Dubuque, IA 52003. 

This newsletter is intended as a clearing-
house of information for archivists, histori-
ans and librarians. It needs you to provide 
material for it.  

 

Please send material for publication to the 
editor. Items of interest include notice of 
research in progress, new appointments, 
publications, meetings and celebrations 
planned or held, bibliographical materials, 
and anything of general interest to LHC 
members. 

 
The LHC Newsletter is issued three times a 
year: Winter, Summer, and Fall.  

 

Please send items to 
 Joel.Thoreson@elca.org.  

 


