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V o l u m e  

The 2015 volume of the Journal of the Lutheran 
Historical Conference has just been published by 
the Lutheran University Press. Members should 
be receiving their copies shortly. This volume is 
the fourth issue of the Journal, which replaced 
the former publication, Essays and Reports, in 
2011. The majority of the articles in the 2015 vol-
ume were first presented at the LHC biennial 
meeting at Texas Lutheran University in October 
2016. The volume includes the following articles: 

Philip M. Teigen - “Rev. Daniel E. Wiseman 
(1858-1942), African-American Pastor to District 
of Columbia Lutherans.” 
 
- Thomas E. Jacobson - “A History and Examina-
tion of the Danish Lutheran Utah Mission, a Re-
sponse to the Mormon Scandinavian Mission, 
1849-1959.” 
 
- Martin J. Lohrman - “Lutherans and the Nineteenth Amendment: American Lutheran 
View of Women’s Suffrage.” 
 
- James Strassburg - “Reviving the Heartland: American Lutherans, Postwar Interna-
tionalism, and the Crisis of Germany, 1940-1949.” 
 
- Richard O. Johnson - “John M. Nelson, Lutheran Progressive Republican Congress-
man.” 
 
- Jonathan M. Wilson - “Keeping the Synod German: How a Hessian Chaplain Steered 
the Pennsylvania Ministerium.” 
 
- Mark A. Granquist - “Lutherans and the New Deal.” 
 
- Mary Jane Haemig - “Karl Ermisch: Pioneer German Lutheran Pastor in Texas.” 
 
- Gustav M. Bruce - “Hauge’s Synod” (1916) - Thomas E. Jacobson, translator. 
 
- Marsha S. Bell - “The Pastoral Blessing of Cohabitation in a Nineteenth-century Mary-
land Lutheran Parish.” 
 
The Journal is almost back on schedule with the volume 5 (2015) out now, and volume 
6 (2016) out in the Fall. Thereafter there will be one issue per year. REMEMBER - your 
editor is looking for good historical materials to include in volume 6 - these items do 
NOT necessarily need to be papers presented at the LHC biennial gatherings, so if you 
have something for consideration, send it in to the editor, Mark Granquist. 
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As newly-elected President of Lu-
theran Historical Conference, I’d like 
to share a few items with you: 
 
Gathering 2016 was a great event!  
The papers and programs were 
wonderful, and the folks in Texas 
were terrific hosts – thanks to them 
for a great time. 
 
New Website for LHC has been de-
veloped (see the report on this else-
where in the Newsletter). This 
should be a great way to keep up 
with the LHC, and your ideas and 
suggestions would be appreciated. 
 
Journal of the LHC volume 5 (2015) 
should be in the mail to you – it has 
a number of good articles in it, as 
well as the annual bibliography and 
an author index to past issues of 
both the Essays and Reports and 
the Journal of the LHC. 
 

Back issues of Essays and Reports 
and the Journal of the LHC have 
been digitized and should be availa-
ble online through the American 
Theological Library Association’s 
database. Many local Lutheran li-
braries should be subscribers to this 
database. We also have back issues 
of both publications; past issues of 
the Journal can be obtained through 
the Lutheran University Press. 
 
Upcoming Events include our bienni-
al gathering in 2018 and 2020.  
Planning is underway for these two 
gatherings, and tentatively the 2018 
gathering will be in October 2018 in 
Southern California and the one in 
2020 in the Mid-Atlantic states.  
More information on 2018 should be 
available this fall. 
 
LHC Board Meetings are held regu-
larly. We had a telephone confer-
ence call in May 2017, and will be 

meeting 
this next 
Septem-
ber (15-
16) at the 
ELCA 
Archives 
in Chica-
go. If you 
have ide-
as or sug-
gestions 
for the 
Board, please let me or one of the 
board members know. 
 
Thanks for your continued work on 
American Lutheran history, and your 
participation in the LHC! YOU make 
this organization work, and we want 
to make sure it is useful to you. If 
you know of others who might well 
be interested in our history, please 
see that they know about the LHC, 
and become members themselves. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

The year 2019 represents a major 
milestone for North American Lu-
theran history, as it is the 400th an-
niversary of the presence of Luther-
ans in North America. In 1619 the 
King of Denmark sent an expedition 
to the Canadian Arctic to see if they 
could discover the fabled “Northwest 
Passage” to the Asian lands. Includ-
ed in this expedition was Pastor 
Rasmus Jensen, the first Lutheran 

pastor to hold services in North 
America.   
 
400 years is a significant milestone, 
and this is an occasion that we 
should observe and share with the 
world. Even though we will not be 
having an LHC gathering that year, 
there are still plans in the works for a 
number of different conferences or 
meetings to mark this anniversary - 

stay tuned for information about 
them. But don’t just wait around for 
such things to happen – you can 
start thinking right now of ways that 
you and your organizations might 
mark this anniversary – please let us 
know what YOU plan to do to ob-
serve this milestone in 2019, and 
we’ll be sure that this information is 
shared with the rest of the LHC. 

2019 AND ALL THAT! 400 YEARS OF LUTHERANS 

ELCA REGION 5 ARCHIVIST NANCY CARROLL RETIRES 
ELCA Region 5 and Wartburg Semi-
nary Archivist Nancy Carroll retired 
from that position at the end of May. 
She had previously worked as a li-
brarian at the seminary and in the 
admissions office. The Region 5 
Archives serves ELCA synods and 
congregations in Iowa, Illinois, Wis-
consin, and Upper Michigan.  

At her Farewell and Godspeed ser-
vice at the seminary’s Loehe Chap-
el, Thomas Schattauer, Wartburg’s 
dean of the chapel, praised her ser-
vice, saying “With a keen eye for 
detail, you have exercised great 
care in all of your work here at the 
Seminary and through your many 
years in the library at Loras College 

as well more recently as at the Cen-
ter for Dubuque History and at the 
Iowa Radio Reading Information 
Service for the Blind and Print Hand-
icapped. The history of the seminary 
as well as the stories of countless 
congregations have been richly pre-
served through your archival efforts. 
And our worship has been beautiful-
ly enriched over these many years 
by the sweet, songful sound of your 
flute. Blessed be God for Nancy, you 
servant of God.” 

Nancy’s husband Roy also retired as 
seminary cantor after 20 in that posi-
tion. ELCA Region 5 Archivist Nancy Carroll 

at her retirement service, Wartburg Sem-
inary chapel, Dubuque, Iowa, with 
Thomas Schattauer, dean of the chapel. 



 
 P a g e  3  

LUTHERAN HISTORICAL CONFERENCE MINI-GRANTS 

We are pleased to announce the resumption of LHC mini-grants to support projects and activities that promote the 
study, documentation, and preservation of the history and record of Lutheranism in North America. Mini-grants will be 
awarded on an annual basis for up to $1,000. Preference may be given to those who have not previously received a 
mini-grant award and only members of the LHC are eligible to apply. The grant process is competitive and the LHC 
board will determine the number of awards each year based upon the quality of the applications. 

Completed applications must include a cover page (below); a project description (one page); a statement of signifi-
cance and likely impact of project relative to Lutheran identity (one page); and a detailed budget. All application materi-
als should be submitted electronically to grants@luthhist.org. Applications are due by 16 February 2018 and will not be 
considered beyond that date. All applicants will receive notification of award decisions by 2 April 2018. 

Those receiving mini-grants are expected to submit a formal written report summarizing progress and outcome of pro-
ject one year after the award is granted. Any funds not used within two years of award shall be returned to the LHC.     

Lutheran Historical Conference Mini-Grant Program 

Application Materials – Cover Sheet 

 

Name of Applicant/Organization ______________________________________________________ 
 

Federal Identification Number (FEIN) ________________________________________________ 
 

Contact Person __________________________________________________________________ 
 

Mailing Address _________________________________________________________________ 
 
              _________________________________________________________________ 
 

              _________________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone _____________________________________________ 
 

Email ______________________________________________ 
 

Are you a member of the LHC?  
 

Have you previously received a LHC mini-grant?  

NEW LHC WEBSITE GOES LIVE AT WWW.LUTHHISTCON.ORG 

By Kristofer Coffman, Webmaster 

 

I’m excited to announce that the new 
website of the Lutheran Historical Con-
ference is up and running at 
www.luthhistcon.org. The main focus of 
our redesign was streamlining and ac-
cessibility. Through a new, cleaner lay-
out, we hope to make the website both 
easier to navigate and more pleasant to 
look at. More than just updating the 
look, we’ve reorganized the menus to 
make finding what you need simple and 
straightforward.  

In addition to reworking what we already 
had, we’re working on incorporating new 
capabilities into the website. Some of 

our future plans include: 

 Online conference registration 

 A guide to online resources for re-
searching American Lutheran histo-
ry 

 Digitizing of past volumes of Essays 
and Reports 

 A blog highlighting the work of our 
members and events 

As with any website in its infancy, there 
are always kinks to work out. Please log 
on, search around, and if you find any-
thing that needs changing, use the 
“Contact Us” buttons at the bottom of 
each page to send us an email. I look 
forward to the ways that we can use this 

new website to meet our goal of foster-
ing effective cooperation and communi-
cation among those interested in the 
experiences of Lutherans in North 
America.  

 



 

Joel Thoreson, Editor 
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Lutheran Historical Conference 
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FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER  Deadline: August 31, 2017 

NEEDED:  
YOUR NEWS! 

BOOK  
REVIEWS 

Those interested in contributing 
book reviews or wishing to sug-
gest a book, please contact Da-
vid Settje at  
David.Settje@CUChicago.edu.  

 

Each review should be between 
500 and 750 words long, be sent 
as a MS Word document or in a 
compatible format, and specifically 
evaluate the book and 
its Lutheran content/context.  

Have You Renewed 
Your Membership? 
 

If the mailing label on your newsle er 
shows an expira on date (Exp:) of “16” or 
less, please renew now for 2017. Send a 
check for $35.00, payable to the “Lutheran 
Historical Conference” to Mar n 
Lohrmann, Treasurer, 333 Wartburg 
Place, Dubuque, IA 52003. 

This newsletter is intended as a clearing-
house of information for archivists, histori-
ans and librarians. It needs you to provide 
material for it.  

 

Please send material for publication to the 
editor. Items of interest include notice of 
research in progress, new appointments, 
publications, meetings and celebrations 
planned or held, bibliographical materials, 
and anything of general interest to LHC 
members. 

 
The LHC Newsletter is issued three times a 
year: Winter, Summer, and Fall.  

 

Please send items to 
 Joel.Thoreson@elca.org.  

 


