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The 2018 Biennial Meeting of the Lutheran Historical Conference was 
held October 4-6 on the campus of California Lutheran University, 
Thousand Oaks, Calif. Twenty papers were presented on various topics 
related to American Lutheranism, largely relating to the them of this 
year’s conference, “Lutherans on the Frontiers of Faith, Culture, Geog-
raphy, and Society.” The final version of the papers are intended to ap-
pear in an upcoming volume of the Journal of the Lutheran Historical 
Conference. 

 

Papers included archival and historical topics and ranged from Colonial 
topics to more recent times. The attendees also took a bus tour to Mis-
sion San Fernando, an 18th-century Spanish mission in the San Fer-
nando Valley, and toured the Archival Center of the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles. 

 

A Friday evening banquet was held at the hotel, with Bishop Guy Erwin 
of the ELCA Southwest California Synod as a special guest.  

Kristen Barnes, left, and Sheila Joy presented on preserving the archival legacy of Frederick Wentz, LHC 
Biennial Meeting, Oct. 6, 2018. 
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NEW BOARD MEMBERS AND OFFICERS ELECTED 

New board members 
were elected at the 
recent biennial meet-
ing at California Lu-
theran University to 
serve six-year terms 
on the LHC Board. 
Those elected were 
Daniel Harmelink, Jon 
Diefenthaler, and Joel 
Thoreson. They join 
Maria Erling, Susan 
McArver, Joel Pless, 
Martin Lohrmann, Tim 
Grundmeier, and 
Mary Jane Haemig, 
who continue as 
board members. 

 

Also elected at the 
business meeting 
were Mary Jane Hae-
mig as LHC President 
for the next biennial 
term, and Joel Pless 
as LHC Vice Presi-
dent. At the board meeting following the conclu-
sion of the biennial meeting, Martin Lohrmann 
was selected to continue as LHC Treasurer and 
Joel Thoreson was selected to serve as LHC Sec-
retary.  

 

Outgoing board members honored at the busi-
ness meeting were Mark Granquist, completing 
his term as LHC President and board member, 
Elisabeth Unruh, and Rick Chapman, who had 
served as LHC Secretary. 

 

The LHC Board also set up a publications com-
mittee and editorial board, with Mark Granquist 
agreeing to serve as journal editor and Joel 
Thoreson as newsletter editor for the next term. 
Publications and Editorial Board members were 
suggested with staggered terms, with DeAne 
Lagerquist agreeing to serve until 2020, Richard 
O. Johnson until 2022, and Kathryn Galchutt until 
2024. 

 

The board also reauthorized Elisabeth Unruh, 
Richard Chapman, and Russell Kleckley to contin-
ue as the LHC Grants Committee, with the addi-
tion of Daniel Harmelink as a new member. The 
committee will be working on revised guidelines 
for grant applications and awards. 

 

Kristofer Coffman will also continue as webmas-
ter.  

 

Other opportunities exist for volunteer service to 
the Lutheran Historical Conference. Please con-
tact LHC President Mary Jane Haemig at 
mhaemig@luthersem.edu if you are interested. 

New LHC President Mary Jane Haemig and incoming LHC Board member Jon Diefenthaler 
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2022 MEETING LOCATION SOUGHT 

APPLY FOR LHC MINI-GRANT 

Dear colleagues, 

  

As you know, the bi-annual meeting of the Luther-
an Historical Conference moves around.  In 2012 
we met in Philadelphia, in 2014 in Milwaukee, in 
2016 in Seguin, Texas, and in 2018 in Thousand 
Oaks, California.  In 2020 we plan to meet again 
on the east coast in Baltimore/Gettysburg.   

  

We are looking ahead to 2022.  It would be won-
derful to meet in the Midwest again.  We need an 
invitation from an institution (educational or other-
wise) that would be willing to host our meeting.  

Are you part of an institution that could extend 
such an invitation?  If so, can you be in touch with 
them and with me?  Or do you have suggestions 
as to hosts and sites?   

  

Your assistance is greatly appreciated.   

  

Peace and Joy, 

Mary Jane Haemig 

President, Lutheran Historical Conference 

 

The Lutheran Historical Conference continues to award mini-grants to support projects and activities that promote the 
study, documentation, and preservation of the history and record of Lutheranism in North America. Mini-grants will be 
awarded on an annual basis for up to $1,000. Preference may be given to those who have not previously received a mini-
grant award and only members of the LHC are eligible to apply. The grant process is competitive and the LHC board will 
determine the number of awards each year based upon the quality of the applications. 

Completed applications must include a cover page (below); a project description (one page); a statement of significance 
and likely impact of project relative to Lutheran identity (one page); and a detailed budget. All application materials should 
be submitted electronically to LHC Secretary Joel Thoreson at joel.thoreson@elca.org. Applications are due by 15 Febru-
ary 2019 and will not be considered beyond that date. All applicants will receive notification of award decisions by April 
2019. 

Those receiving mini-grants are expected to submit a formal written report summarizing progress and outcome of project 
one year after the award is granted. Any funds not used within two years of award shall be returned to the LHC.  

Lutheran Historical Conference Mini-Grant Program 

Application Materials – Cover Sheet 

 

Name of Applicant/Organization ______________________________________________________ 
 

Federal Identification Number (FEIN) ________________________________________________ 
 

Contact Person __________________________________________________________________ 
 

Mailing Address _________________________________________________________________ 
 
     _________________________________________________________________ 
 

     _________________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone _____________________________________________ 
 

Email ______________________________________________ 
 

Are you a member of the LHC?                                             Have you previously received a LHC mini-grant?  



 

Joel Thoreson, Editor 
Newsletter 
Lutheran Historical Conference 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
8765 W. Higgins Rd. 
Chicago, IL 60631 

FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER  Deadline: January 15, 2019 

NEEDED:  
YOUR NEWS! 

BOOK  
REVIEWS 

Those interested in contributing 
book reviews or wishing to sug-
gest a book, please contact Da-
vid Settje at  
David.Settje@CUChicago.edu.  

 

Each review should be between 
500 and 750 words long, be sent 
as a MS Word document or in a 
compatible format, and specifically 
evaluate the book and 
its Lutheran content/context.  

Have You Renewed 
Your Membership? 
 

If the mailing label on your newsle er 
shows an expira on date (Exp:) of “18” or 
less, please renew now for 2019. Send a 
check for $35.00, payable to the “Lutheran 
Historical Conference” to  
Mar n Lohrmann, Treasurer 
333 Wartburg Place 
Dubuque, IA 52003 

This newsletter is intended as a clearing-
house of information for archivists, histori-
ans and librarians. It needs you to provide 
material for it.  

 

Please send material for publication to the 
editor. Items of interest include notice of 
research in progress, new appointments, 
publications, meetings and celebrations 
planned or held, bibliographical materials, 
and anything of general interest to LHC 
members. 

 
The LHC Newsletter is issued three times a 
year: Winter, Spring, and Fall.  

 

Please send items to 
 Joel.Thoreson@elca.org.  

 


